
 

 
 

MitOst e.V. – concept and objective 
 
MitOst is to be seen as a mediator and promoter of cultural 
and language exchange in Central, Eastern and 
Southeastern Europe (CESE). The association was 
founded in 1996 and has been growing up to more than 
1700 members in 40 countries so far. With its main focus 
on international understanding and education, MitOst 
carries out projects focusing on international exchange, 
education and culture. MitOst is a non-profit organisation, 
its members are taking part on a voluntary basis. MitOst is 
cooperating with several German foundations and 
numerous other institutions in the German-speaking 
countries as well as in CESE. 
 

Projects at MitOst  
Both international understanding and civic engagement are 
basic principles of the projects carried out by MitOst. Every 
member has the possibility to create a project. The 
members develop the project ideas in small groups on their 
own initiative. Up to 50% of the project costs can be applied 
for at MitOst, the remaining funding has to be covered by 
external funds or by one’s own resources. Everybody is 
welcome to join the projects, they are not limited to 
members of MitOst.   
 
International seminars and workshops on current as well as 
historical topics, projects on film and literature that enhance 
the mutual knowledge of languages and cultures, cross-
national readings of young authors, international theater 
festivals and other artistic cooperations, study trips for 
members and sponsors to regions in Central, Eastern and 
Southeastern Europe – all these are projects carried out by 
members of MitOst so far.  

 
MitOst festival 
 
Since 2003, MitOst has been carrying out the annual 
International MitOst festival as the highlight of the year, 
which has been taking place in varying cities of Central and 
Eastern Europe (2003: Pécs/ Hungary, 2004: Vilnius/  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Lithuania, 2005: Wroc
aw/ Poland, 2006: Timisoara/ Rumania). 
The public presentation of the successful projects serves as an 
encouragement for interested people to create their own projects. 
Various workshops give an insight into practical knowledge of 
project management.   
“Civic engagement is worthwhile” - mainly experienced project 
leaders pass this message on to young people from Germany, 
Central, and Eastern Europe. A broad cultural program throughout 
the festival realized in cooperation with numerous partner 
organisations garantees the public presence of the festival in the 
entire region.  
 

Information, exchange, and networking 
 
Country representatives as well as regional groups are 
responsible for networking and contacts in each region. A data 
base provides each member with contacts to other members in 
almost every city in Germany as well as in Central, Eastern and 
Southeastern Europe. Twice a year the magazine of MitOst 
“MitOst-Magazin” informs about on-going projects and about ways 
of life in Eastern Europe. All information about the association, the 
projects and current events are also available on the homepage 
www.mitost.de.  
 

A competent partner for projects in the civil 
society 
 
An identification with the same goals creates the basis for 
numerous cooperations and partnerships between MitOst and 
various foundations, associations, agencies, and other 
organisations in the non-profit sector. MitOst has been established 
as a reliable partner and a competent service provider through 
these cooperations. A trainer pool, a data base for professional 
skills as well as consulting services for the development of 
programs are only a part of what MitOst has to offer.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Programs carried out by MitOst 
 
MitOst carries out certain programs of the Robert Bosch 
foundation as well as the „Remembrance and Future“ Fund. This 
task constitutes an important domain of MitOst. The main focus of 
the programs lies on civil society, culture, and education. 
 

Theodor-Heuss-Kolleg of the Robert Bosch 
Foundation and MitOst 
 
supports democratic responsibilities and civic engagement of 
young people in Central and Eastern Europe | www.theodor-
heuss-kolleg.de 
 

Young Routes in Europe 
 
supports joint projects of pupils and youth groups from Germany 
and Central and Eastern Europe. A program of the Robert Bosch 
Foundation | www.jungewege.de 
 

Europeans for Peace 
 
International school and youth competition of the “Remembrance 
and Future” Fund |  www..europeans-for-peace.de 
 

Cultural manager from CEE 
 
This program supports young Central and Eastern European 
cultural managers. The fellows work for a year in German 
institutions and present young artists from CEE. A program of the 
Robert Bosch Foundation | www.moe-kulturmanager.de 
 

Initiative Central and Eastern Europe 
 
A program of the Robert Bosch Foundation for the support, 
networking, and professionalization of young initiatives in Central 
and Eastern Europe | www.initiative-moe.de 
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